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Anatomical Terminology: 
 
Arm Wood that is two or more years old; short branches of the trunk from which canes or spurs develop 
 
Bud An organ on a plant stem consisting of overlapping immature leaves or petals within protective 
scales. In viticulture, a dormant bud contains a larger primary bud and two smaller secondary buds. 
 
Cane A mature shoot after leaf fall. 
 
Cordon A long arm, usually trained along a wire, from which fruiting canes develop. 
 
Count bud: Any dormant node on a spur or cane retained at pruning, not including basal buds; the first 
count node is separated by 0.25 inch or more from the basal bud(s) below it, although transitional forms 
may make it difficult to determine the first count bud. 
 
Head The distal terminus of the trunk. 
 
Internode The portion of the main stem between nodes. 
 
Mummy Shriveled, black grape left on the stem. Mummies are often the result of disease, and potentially 
a critical source of disease inoculum the following growing season.  
 
Node A structure, usually along the main stem, from which lateral vegetative and fruiting branches arise. 
 
Rachis The main stem that runs from the peduncle down through the cluster of grapes. 
 
Rootstock Grape variety used as the underground portion of a grafted vine onto which the scion is 
grafted. Bred to provide pest resistance and/or adaptability to unfavorable soil or environmental 
conditions. 
 
Shoot New green growth with leaves, tendrils, and often flower clusters, developing from a bud of a cane 
or spur. 
 
Spur A cane pruned back to one, two, or three buds. 
 
Tendril Twisting, clinging, slender stem-like structure on vines. Tendrils attach themselves to a trellis or 
post to provide support for the plant. In grapes, tendrils are found opposite a cluster and leaves. 
 
Trunk The permanent, aboveground woody stem of a tree or vine. 
 
 
 



Some Sources of Muscadine and Bunch Grape Information: 
 
General 
Mississippi Fruit and Nut Blog:  
msfruitextension.wordpress.com 
 
Follow Dr. Stafne on Twitter:  
www.twitter.com/EStafne (@EStafne) 
 
Email: 
estafne@ext.msstate.edu 
 
Muscadine 
Establishment and Production of Muscadine Grapes: http://msucares.com/pubs/publications/p2290.pdf 
 
Fruit and Nut Review – Muscadines:  
http://msucares.com/pubs/infosheets/is1445.pdf 
 
Southeast Regional Muscadine Grape Integrated Management Guide: 
http://www.smallfruits.org/SmallFruitsRegGuide/Guides/2011/2011muscadineguide.pdf 
 
Southern Region Small Fruit Consortium: http://www.smallfruits.org/Muscadines/Production.htm 
 
Overview of Muscadine Production:  
http://www.extension.org/pages/54517/overview-of-muscadine-production 
 
Muscadine Grapes Book: 
http://shop.ashs.org/product.php?productid=16162&cat=3&page=1 
 
Bunch Grape 
eViticulture 
http://eviticulture.org 
 
eXtension Grape Community of Practice 
www.extension.org/grapes 
 
Pruning Grapes Overview: 
http://www.extension.org/pages/31140/pruning-grape-vines:-an-overview 
 
Pruning Practices 
http://www.extension.org/pages/31513/grapevine-pruning-practices 
 
Cane Pruning 
http://www.extension.org/pages/31514/cane-pruning 
 
Spur Pruning 
http://www.extension.org/pages/31528/spur-pruning 
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